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second class petty officer in less than 3 
years. Despite my efforts of advancing 
and volunteer services, the stigma re-
mained with me. 

‘‘I decided to take orders to Italy and 
move my family to another country in 
an attempt to step away from the neg-
ative light. Within the first 3 months 
of my tour in Italy, I was raped by an-
other servicemember. I did everything 
in accordance to the training provided 
by the military. I reported the incident 
to NCIS and suffered through a rape 
kit. My children were present and had 
to experience something that no parent 
could ever dream of allowing their chil-
dren to go through. 

‘‘With his DNA found in my rape kit, 
his fingerprints found throughout my 
room, and ripped clothing, the service-
member was found not guilty. The ex-
planation given to me was, ‘It is no 
question that his genitals touched your 
genitals, but it is reasonable to believe 
that he thought he had your consent.’ 
From that, I was expected to return to 
work as if tomorrow was just another 
day. My superiors continued to treat 
me as if I brought shame to their com-
mand. The trauma was so over-
whelming that I attempted to take my 
life on two occasions. 

‘‘Despite the constant reminder that 
the military is a man military, I grad-
uated with my master’s in business ad-
ministration, volunteered at numerous 
organizations, and regained some con-
fidence in my safety around people. 
This was not supposed to be the in-
tended meaning of the sacrifices that 
veterans go through to serve their 
country. 

‘‘I pray that my experiences are not 
completely in vain and that one day no 
one will ever have to suffer what my 
family and I are still suffering.’’ 

For Darchelle and every other serv-
icemember, we must take steps to pre-
vent this crime from happening and 
punish the perpetrators when it does. 
We should not be a country in which it 
is more likely to be taken into some-
one’s room to be violated, to have vio-
lence committed against you by an-
other member of the service, more 
likely than by the enemy. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 4 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
until noon. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving and gracious God, we give 
You thanks for giving us another day. 

Bless the Members of this assembly 
as they set upon the work of these 
hours, of these days. Help them to 
make wise decisions in a good manner 
and to carry their responsibilities 
steadily with high hopes for a better 
future for our great Nation. 

Deepen their faith, widen their sym-
pathies, heighten their aspirations, and 
give them the strength to do what 
ought to be done for this country. Give 
them the wisdom and perseverance to 
work together constructively to ad-
dress the pressing issues facing our Na-
tion. 

May Your blessing, O God, be with 
them and with us all this day and every 
day to come, and may all we do be done 
for Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Massachusetts (Ms. TSON-
GAS) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. TSONGAS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches from each side of the aisle. 

f 

FREE STUFF 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Ron 
and Cynthia Barrs from Texas sent me 
this email: 

‘‘The folks who are getting the free 
stuff don’t like the folks who are pay-
ing for the free stuff because the folks 
who are paying for the free stuff can no 
longer afford to pay both for the free 
stuff and their own stuff. And the folks 
who are getting the free stuff want 
even more free stuff on top of the free 
stuff that they’re already getting. So 
now the ones who are forcing the peo-
ple to pay for the free stuff have told 
the people who are receiving that free 
stuff that the people who are paying 
for the free stuff are mean and greedy. 
So the people who are getting the free 
stuff have been convinced they need to 
despise the people who are paying for 
the free stuff. And they are promised 

more free stuff if they vote for the ones 
who force others to pay for the free 
stuff.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, there’s just not enough 
stuff for free. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

AMERICAN JOBS ACT 

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, last 
week President Obama laid out a plan 
of action to create new jobs and 
strengthen our economy. Now the 
American Jobs Act has been sent to 
Congress, and it is up to us to catch the 
ball and run it into the end zone. 

The American people are suffering. 
They are in pain. They are hurting. 
They need and deserve our help now, 
not tomorrow. They don’t need more 
excuses. 

The American Jobs Act contains tax 
incentives, Federal incentives that will 
give our economy an immediate boost. 
Ninety-eight percent of businesses will 
have payroll tax cut in half. The new 
tax credit will encourage businesses to 
hire returning veterans, and 280,000 
teachers will be saved from being laid 
off. New investments will help build 
our roads, our bridges, our airports and 
rail systems, and not the bridges to no-
where. 

Let’s invest in the American people 
and work together to build our econ-
omy. This is not about allowing Presi-
dent Obama a win. This is about the 
American people, people who need jobs 
now, and building our economy. 

Let’s work together. Let’s help the 
American people who are suffering. 

f 

A JOBS PLAN THAT WORKS 

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FLEMING. Madam Speaker, in-
stead of President Obama’s no-jobs 
plan, which is just more of the same, 
I’d like to give my 2 cents worth on 
what it takes to create jobs right here 
in America. Why? Because I know what 
it’s like to take a risk and open a busi-
ness, to hire someone and make a pay-
roll. 

Putting a moratorium on all new reg-
ulations would be a good start. Repeal-
ing the job-killing ObamaCare and 
Dodd-Frank financial reform laws— 
which are actually no reform at all and 
are already decimating our economy— 
and putting forth a balanced budget 
amendment to the Constitution. If 
President Obama adopted these ap-
proaches, immediately capital would 
start flowing, which would then create 
jobs. 

What we can no longer afford are the 
current, Big Government, socialist 
policies that will only put us further 
into debt and hurt job creation. 

I have created hundreds of jobs in my 
district in Louisiana. How many jobs 
has the President created in his 21⁄2 
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